
Bu
ild

ing
 fo

r S
tr

en
gt

h:
 N

or
th

 C
ar

ol
in

a’
s 

St
ra

te
gi

c 
Pl

an
 f

or
 P

re
ve

nt
in

g 
In

ju
rie

s 
an

d 
V

io
le

nc
e 

  |
  2

00
9-

20
14

1

A C K N O W L E D G E M E N T S

Over nine million people make North Carolina their home.  On any given day, injuries and violence 
result in 2,225 visits to the emergency room, more than 400 hospitalizations, and sadly, 17 deaths.  
This plan and the people who created it seek to reduce the burden of injuries and violence.

Crafting a comprehensive injury and violence prevention plan required the expertise of professionals 
from a wide variety of disciplines in order to properly represent all facets of intentional and 
unintentional injury. A total of 58 stakeholders came together in meetings on October 2 and 3, 
2008 and April 27, 2009 to develop a vision for a state plan for preventing injury and violence, 
complete with goals, objectives and action steps. These stakeholders and their agencies contributed 
to the plan and are listed in Appendix A.  Additional stakeholders from throughout the state, 
along with the previously mentioned group, submitted input on portions of the plan as it was 
being written. 

We sincerely thank all participants for their time and expertise, and give a special thanks 
to facilitators Shelli Bischoff-Turner and Betsy Randall-David.  We would also like to thank the 
Children’s Safety Network National Injury and Violence Prevention Resource Center and their 
assistant director, Ellen Schmidt, for providing support and expertise from the national level 
during this process.

The Injury and Violence Prevention Branch, Chronic Disease and Injury Section of the North 
Carolina Division of Public Health, initiated and led this process.  Every staff member within the 
branch contributed their time, expertise and skills toward its completion.  Thank you to all of these 
staff members for recognizing the importance of this document as a guide for the work we do.

The dedicated professionals who helped make this happen have the energy and commitment to put 
this plan into action and significantly reduce the serious consequences of injury and violence on the 
citizens of our state.  Throughout this process there has been a feeling of excitement about creating 
a plan that will build the strength of the injury and violence prevention field.  

Valerie Collins Russell, MSEd, DrHSc
Branch Head
Injury and Violence Prevention Branch
N.C. Division of Public Health

Jennifer Woody, MPA
Editor, State Strategic Plan
Planner/Evaluator
Injury and Violence Prevention Branch 
N.C. Division of Public Health



“North Carolina has a 
history of being one of 
the most forward-thinking 
states in addressing the 
prevention of injury and 
violence. We have the 
capacity to lead the nation 
in developing, implementing 
and evaluating quality 
programs and contributing 
to the evidence base. This 
plan is an important next 
step in that direction.” 

Carol W. Runyan, MPH, PhD Director, 
UNC Injury Prevention Research Center 
Professor of Health Behavior and Health 
Education Professor of Pediatrics 
University of North Carolina 

”Educating citizens about 
injury prevention is the best 
tool we have to protect North 
Carolina’s children from injury 
and even death. As a father, 
I know firsthand that lessons 
in safe behavior last children 
a lifetime.”

N.C. Insurance Commissioner 
Wayne Goodwin
State Fire Marshal and Chair, 
Safe Kids North Carolina
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A C R O N Y M S

AHEC  Area Health Education Center
AMCHP  Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs 
ASIST  Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training
CCGT  Coordination and Constituency Goal Team
CDC  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
CFTF  Child Fatality Task Force 
CGEC  Carolinas Geriatric Education Center
DAAS  Division of Aging and Adult Services
DGT  Data Goal Team
DHHS  Department of Health and Human Services
DMH  Division of Mental Health
DMV  Department of Motor Vehicles
DPH  Division of Public Health
ED   Emergency Department
FGT  Funding Goal Team
GDL  Graduated Driver’s License
GHSP  Governor’s Highway Safety Program 
HPDP  Health Promotion and Disease Prevention
HSRC  Health Services Research Center
IOA  Institute on Aging at the University 
   of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
IOM  Institute of Medicine 
IPRC  The Injury Prevention Research Center
   at the University of North Carolina
IVPB  Injury and Violence Prevention Branch
IVP-SAC  Injury and Violence Prevention State Advisory Council
LHD  Local Health Department
MCH               Maternal and Child Health
MHA  Mental Health Association 
MVCGT  Motor Vehicle Crash Goal Team
NCFPC  North Carolina Falls Prevention Coalition 
NCUPTF  North Carolina Unintentional Poisoning Task Force
NCGV  North Carolinians Against Gun Violence
NCYSPTF  North Carolina Youth Suicide Prevention Task Force
NTI  National Training Initiative for Injury 
   and Violence Prevention
OEMS  Office of Emergency Medical Services
OCME  Office of the Chief Medical Examiner
OSFM  Office of State Fire Marshal 
PSMEC  Policy, Social Messaging and Environmental 
   Change Goal Team
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RACs  Regional Advisory Councils as in Trauma Center’s 
   Regional Advisory Councils
REGT  Research and Evaluation Goal Team
SAS  Substance Abuse Services
SafeTALK  Suicide Alertness for Everyone: Tell, Ask, Listen, 
   and KeepSafe
SAMHSA  Substance Abuse & Mental Health Services Administration 
SCHS  State Center for Health Statistics
STAC  State Trauma Advisory Council
STIPDA  State and Territorial Injury Prevention Directors Association 
TWGT  Training and Workforce Development Goal Team
UPGT  Unintentional Poisonings Goal Team
VAGT  Violence/Assault Goal Team
VDRS  North Carolina Violent Death Reporting System
VMT  Vehicle miles of travel 
WCHS  Women’s and Children’s Health Section
YPLL  Years of potential life lost
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